
THE LORD’S DAY 
January 17, 2021                                                                         10 O’clock A.M.  

 

 

 

Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves.  Do 
you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test? 

2 Corinthians 13:5 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER of preparation                                     Psalm 139:23,24 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious 
thoughts.  See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the  

way everlasting.  Amen 

 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                  1 Peter 1:3-9 
Pastor: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great 

mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance 
that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, who 
through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the 
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you 
greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to 
suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 

 

 

 
 

People: These have come so that our faith—of greater worth than gold, 
which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved 
genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus 
Christ is revealed. 

 

 

 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                                                                                   #75 
O Father, You Are Sovereign 

 

 

*prayer of adoration  
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH                    Prone to Wander 
 

MINISTRY OF PRAYER  
 

MINISTRY OF GOD’S WORD                                                               Luke 9:23-27 
                                                               

PREACHING OF GOD’S WORD                        Pastor Mike Schuelke 

“Your Cross to Bear” 
*HYMN OF FAITH                                                               #263 

Lift High the Cross 

*BENEDICTION                                                         Psalm 28:8-9  

The Lord is the strength of his people, a fortress of salvation 

for his anointed one.  Save your people and bless your inheritance; 

 be their shepherd and carry them forever.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

*GLORIA PATRI        
 
 

Prone to wander by Barbara R. Duguid & Wayne Duguid Houk     

Sacrificial Love 
Glorious God, 

 We praise you for the privilege of knowing you.  We have lived in 
this world, yet often have been ignorant of its Creator; we have enjoyed 
your tender care without knowing you as the provider.  In blindness we 
have enjoyed sunlight, and we have listened to voices all around us 
while profoundly deaf to spiritual truth.  We have understood many 
things without knowledge of your ways, and have seen the world yet 
failed to see Jesus.  We live each day as sovereigns of our own 
kingdoms, carrying out our desires and bending others to our wills.  
Instead of submitting humbly to those you call us to obey, our souls rise 
up with prideful fear that if we love others sacrificially, we will lose the 
world, and so we fight for our kingdom to come and our will be done.  
Father, forgive us for our sin, and for the great damage we do to others 
as we sin. 

 Lord Jesus, you have entered into the darkness of our world in 
order to possess us and save us.  You submitted to the will of your 
Father, loving us sacrificially as you carried our cross up the hill of 
execution and died in our place.  With your perfect obedience and 
death, you have crushed the head of the serpent forever and wrapped 
us in the silken robes of your righteous submission and sacrificial love.  
In losing yourself, you gained the treasure for which you longed: our 
salvation.  Jesus, thank you. 

 Holy Spirit, grant that we may weep in praise of the mercy that we 
have found.  May we tell others as long as we live that you are a 
pardoning God who pursues proud and selfish sinners and transforms 
them into grateful, humble, loving, and sacrificial saints.  Though we are 
weak in this life and only make small beginnings in obedience, may our 
hearts expand with joy to think of the great treasure that is ours in 
Christ.  His perfect love casts out our fear, for though we continue to 
sin, there is no condemnation left for us, and an eternity of joy has been 
purchased by his blood.  Give us boundless gratitude and increasing 
grace to live in submission to your perfect and loving will, and to 
sacrifice ourselves as he laid down his precious life for us.  In Christ’s 
name, amen. 


